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The problem of Caste is the greatest problem of 
India today, for it is firmly imbedded in every phase of 
Indian life - whether political, social, educational or 
religious. To suddenly uproot the institution of Caste, 
if it were possible, would be to introduce a calamity 
which would wreck nearly every tradition, custom and social 
law which have been moulded into the complex life of the 
India of today. 

"There is no legislation, no police work, no trial 
in courts, no adjustment of land revenue, no meeting of 
councils, no appointment to office, small or great, no 
hancling of any community in time of plague or famine, 
no hygienic precautions or sanitary arrangements ~- into 
which does not enter the question of Caste." ~ 

Caste determines a man's position before birth; it 
regulates the affairs of his entire lifes; selecting the 
kind of food he can eat, the style of his dress and 
personal adornments, the companions with whom he can 
associate, the wife who is to share with him the many 
sorrows and hardships and the few joys of life; it determines 
; for him his occupation and dutien: 2% selects his religious 


ereed and the gods that he must worship; and finally it 


1. West in the East, Price Collier - Page 195. 
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determines his form of burial or cremation service, and 
the destiny of his soul. Could there be any problem of 
more importance to the people of Indiag 

It is not the purpose of this thesis to present at 
any great length the problem of Caste or to attempt its 
solution. That is a subject worth a life-time of study and 
the thoughts of statesmen. My interest is in one small 
phase of the problem, the Criminal Castes of India, I have 
chosen these particular eastes because they are the most 
interesting, they present a unique social problem, and they 


are still & menace to organized Society in India. 
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PART ONE. 
TES OF 


“Nowhere else in the world do we find the population 
of a large continent broken up into an infinite number ef. 
mutually exclusive aggregates, the members of which are 
forbidden by an inexorable social law to aaees satedde the 
group to which they belong." ~ | 

What is. Caste, and what is its origin ? 

"Caste", says John Wilson,"is the condensation of 
all the pride, jealousy and tyranny of an ancient and 
predominant people, dealing with the tribes which they have 
subjected", . | } 

"Caste", says the Hindu scholar, “is a golden chain 
which the higher classes have willingly placed around their 
necks, and which has fixed them to only that which is noble 
and praiseworthy", % 

The word "Caste" is Portugese, and means race, breed 
or class. The Indian word "Jat" means birth or descent. 

Caste is not merely another name for rage or tribe, although 
some tribes have become modern wastes; it is not merely a 
division of those different occupations, although much of 

the subdivisions of modern times is along functional lines; it 
is not merely class or blood distinction. "A Caste is an 
endogemous group, or collection of such groups bearing a 
common neme, having the same traditional occupation, claiming 
1. People of India, Risley, Introduction, Page XVI. 


2e Indian Caste, John Wilson, Vol,1, Page 11. 
Se Hindu Castes and Sects, Jogendra Nath Bhattacharya, Page &. 
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descent from the same source and commonly regarded as 


being a single homogeneous community". a 


SECTION A. THE ORIGIN. 

The oldest theory of the origin of Caste is found in 
the Institutes of Manu, written about the second century AeDe 
In this interesting collection of magic religion, law, | 
ritual, and custom, one finds a religious explenation of the 
origin of Caste which, even at that time, had a multiplicity 
of divisions, When Anima Mundi, the Suprane Soul, which 
contains all created things and is inconceivable, produced 
by & thought a golden egg, in which he was born as Brahma, 
the progenitor of the world, then for the sake of the 
prosperity of the world he caused the Brahman, the Kshatriyay 
the Vaisyay and the Sudra to proveed from his mouthshis arms, 
his thighs, and his feet3 and allotted to each his duties; 
the Brahman to adadirs teach, sacrifice and receive alms; the 
Kshatriya te protect the peoples the Vaisya to tend the catile, 
trade, lend money, and cultivate the lands and the Sudra to 
meekly serve the other three groups. | 

Having thus explained the origin of the four main 
divisions, the author of the Institutes explains the sub- 
divisions on the basis of the marriage of unequals. The 
marriage of a Brahman with a Vaisya woman resulted in the 
Ambastha (doctor) caste; while at the lowest extreme the 


marriage of a Brahman woman with a Sudra resulted in the 


1. Hastings Encyle Relig. and Ethics Vol. III, page 254. 
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Chandal Caste + the most degraded of mortals, who live 
outside of villages, clothe themselves in the garments of 
the dead, and make a living by executing criminals, and by 
caring for corpses. 

The truth of the mythological theory cannot be proven 
by the facts of modern Caste, “Today Brahmans are sometimes 
looked upon by Sudras as outcasts, the Vaisya does not exist, 
no two people agree as to where to find a Kshatriya, Sudra 
is only a convenient term to apply to someone lower than 
yourself, end there are innumerable castes that can be 
classed under any one or none of the original four", 1 Even 
the theory itself, according to Nesfield, is probably of 
Persian origin and does not relate to the Caste system of 
the Indian peoples a 

With the growth of modern Hinduism arose certain 
religious and social customs not present in Aryan society 
or even in Buddhist India. Religious senction is found only 
in such late writings as the Books of Manu, the Puranas and 
Upanishads, erly Vedie writings make no mention of it. In 
his book un the "Structure of Society at the Time of Buddha", 
Fick is quoted by Te W. Rhys Davids: "Restrictions to marriage 
and eating together such as then existed in North Indie, 
existed aleo everywhere throughout the world among peoples 
of a similar stage of culture, They are, it is trues the 
key to the later Indian Caste System, but that system involves 


much more than these restrictions", 9 


1. Census of Punjab 1881, Sir Denzel Ibbetson, Pge 172» 
2. Brief Review of Yaste System, Je Cy. Nesfield, Page 4, 
3. Buddhist India, Te W. “hys Davids, Page 61. 
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One of the first of the modern theories of the origin 
of Caste was that of Sir Denzel Ibbetson: In every society 
there are two summary principles; community of blood and 
community of occupation. In most societies these two 
principles have become antagonistic- the blacksmith's son 

is mot the equal of the nobleman's son. In India the two 
principles have become ones In England the four castes are 
represented by William Priest, John King, Edward Farmer and 
James Smith. One's place is determined by his occupationy 
and then by his social stanfing within his occupation. In 
India, occupation is hereditary and the individual has no 
chence to rise, The steps in the origin of Caste began 
with the tribal divisions common to all primitive societies. 
Then came the guilds based on hereditary secisatiaune the 
exaltation of the priestly office te a degree unexampled in 


other countries, exaltation of the priestly class by a special 


insistence on hereditary occupations, and finally religious 
artificial rules regulating marriage, foods, and social 
intercourse. Add pride of social rank and pride of blood 
and the result is Caste. 1 | 

At about the same time, another Gensus Gommissioner, 
John C. Nesfield, advanced the theory that function, and 
function only, was the foundation upon which Caste was built. 

"I hold that for the last 3000 years, at least, no 
real difference of blood between Aryan and aboriginal has 
existed, and the physiological resemblance observable 


between various classes is an irrefrageable proof that no 


de Report of Census of Punjab 1881, Vol. 1, Page 175.6 
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Glearly defined racial distinction has survived. Language 
is no test of race and the question of Caste is not one of 
race but of culture." + In the opinion of Mr, Nesfield the 
conquering Aryan race was absorbed by the indigenous pop-~ 
ulation so completely that no observer can now distinquish 
between them, He divides Society into casteless tribes which 
includes all backward and semi-savage people, and those observ- 
ing Caste. Among the latter he finds six groups, each dis~ 
tinquished by specialty of function. The rank of any Caste 
depends upon whether the industry represented belongs to an 
‘advanced or backward stage of cultures les 
Caste is not merely occupation for there are many 
Castes which have the same occupation, It is different from 
the trade guilds both in its marriage restrictions and the 
fact that it does not recruit new members as did the trade 
guilds, In the fifth century in Rome, the’ Theodosian Code 
made all public functions hereditary and prohibited inter~ 
marriage. This system was maintained by law, but with the 
downfall of the Empire and the enforcement of the law, it 
soon disappeared. If function alone could originate and 
maintain a Caste system, it would have not required law 
enforcement to continue it in Rome. 
Perhaps the greatest authority on Caste was Sir 
Herbert Hope Risley. From the beginning of his career 
as a British official in India in 1875, he was interested 
in Anthropology. For some years, he was an assistant in 


the statistical survey department. At one time he 


1. Brief of Review of the Caste System, Nesfield, Page 4, 
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was detailed to study the tribes and castes of Bengale 
He was Commissioner for the Governnent of India Census 
of 1901. 

While admitting that function has had an influence 
upon the origin of Caste, Mr. Risley contested the claim 
of lr, Nesfiela of the unity of the Indian race, He main- 
tained that languages, customs, religions, culture, etce 
vary, and that the only basis for testing the unity of a 
people is identity of types By use of Anthropometry, 
measurements were taken of the head, nosey orbits, cheekbones, 
etc. ‘The stature, weight and facial angle were also con- 
sidered. In the experiment, 6,000 persons from 89 Castes 
were used, and three types - Aryan, Dravidian and Mongoloid 
were discovered. . 

As an experiment, this investigation, detailed ig 
the four volumes of Risley's"fribes and Castes of Bengal", 
is interesting, but it is of little value in the search 
for the origin of Castee Mr, Ee Ae Gait, a close friend of 
My. Risley, and his co-worker on the Censts of Indis, 1901, 
says: “In recent years, there has been a tendency to place 
less reliance on Anthropometry as a test of racee Prof. Ridge~ 
way has produced a great deal of evidence to show that physical 
type is a matter of environment rather then of heredity." z 
While there is a question whether environment can change the 
shape of the head, there is no doubt that difference of 
climate, soil and food does materially affect the appearance 


of an individual. 


le. Tribes and Castes of Bengal, Risley, Ethnographic Glossary, ls 
2e Gove of India Census Report, 1911, Gait, Vole 1, Page 585. 
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the conquerors have taken women of the conquered country as 
wivesy but have married their own daughters only to their own 
peoples If they are of the saue color, amalgemation soon 
takes places - Where there is a difference of race and color, 
the resulting half-breed race becomes a castes As numbers 
‘grew in Indie, color classes { called Varna ) increased". In 
India, this principle was strenghthened, perpetueted and 
‘extended by the feeling thet people who speak a different 
Lenguage, dwell in a different district, worship different 
godsy eat different foods observe different social customs, 
follow a different profession or the some profession in a 
different way, ere aliens with whom interm «riage is 
impossible, Caste instinct was greatly promoted and 
stimulated by certain Indian intellectual peculiarities - 
Lex holds of facts, indifference to actiony absorption in 
dreams, exaggerated reverence for tradition, passion for 
endless divisions, subdivisions and extreme minute 
distinctions", * 

| Although I have already given considerable space to 
the presentation of the theories of the greatest authorities 
on this porerevs I will briefly present a few otherse 


1. People of India <« Riskgy 4, » Second Edition, Page 273¢ 
2e People of India «- Risley ks “Second Edition, Page 275+ 
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A believer in Hinduism writen “Caste has had its ) 
origin, no doubt, in Brahmanical legiclation. The Caste 
System, introduced and enforced by the Brahmani cel Shastras, 
could not possibly be the cause of any social uplifte On the 
contrary, it provided bonds of union between races and clans | 
that had nothing in common before its introduction". 4 
A retired missionary's viewpoint is: “Caste is not 
historicellyyor socially a different thing from social resiles 
The Aryan race invaded India four thousand years ago and found 
themsclyes surrounded by black and brown recesy many of whom 
hed dirt habits and disgusting customs, They held themselves 
superior, and while at first they did not hesitate to marry 
among or eat with these aborigines, the rece problem began to 
assert itself. Gradually they began to isolate themselves and 
refuse to eat, drink or marry with natives", « 
‘ Senart, and early French writer, found the origin of 
Caste in "the normal development of ancient Aryan institutions 
which assumed this form in the struggle to adapt themselves 
to conditions found in India". He points out the correspondence 
petween the"gens"® ar Rome, the "family*in Greece, and the 
"Caste" in Indias There were marriage restrictions and food 
restrictions too detailed to mention, $ 
In the last Census Report for the United Provinces, 
Me. Be Ao He Blunt presents a similar theory to that of 
Mr. Risley, but more condenseds "Quite clearly the origin 
of Caste must be sought for in a society of classes with a 


eross division of guilds. ‘The classes were largely a matter 


1. Hindu Castes and Sects, Jogendra Nath Bhattacharya, Page 4+ 
2. Asiatic Review, Sharrock Vol. XV, Page 405. 
3. Les Castes dansl' Inde, Senart (The People of India,Risley P. 267) 
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of color. The conquerors had not a sufficiency of women and 
were complied to take whves of dark skinned conquered races. 
+rade guilds tei up, and within the color groups grew up the 
subscastes, 1 | 
It is fitting that the last theory to be presented 

should be that of the greatest living authority on Caste, Mr. Ee 
Ae Gaity who was a co-worker of Mr. Risley. He classifies Castes 
into the "twice-born" which includes the Brahmans, Kshatriyas and 
Vaisyas; and all other castes- Sudras - subdivided into the 
clean « those who perform services for the “twice-born", and 
the unclean - those who are neials, Color prejudive, pride 
of race, and ceremonial practices combined into a tendency 
to raise barriers and restrictions which formed stratas of 
Society according to birth and color, These restrictions 
were enforced by a functional council known as the Penchayet. 
Those who refused to submit to the authority of this council 
were outcasted. Thus birth, color and occupation determined 
Caste, * 

From a careful study of all of these theories, there 
seems to be little question that the origin of Caste lies in 
the feeling of the superiority of color and birth which Aryan 
conquerors had towards the conquered aboriginals. There were 
meny influences which caused thts fecling to be perpetuated 
in India, while it disappeared in other countries, Aé most of 
these influences did not create Caste - but promoted, extended 


end crystallized it, 1 will speak of them in that connection. 
EASON AE ANN OL AA EE IN A HOUSED I ns) 


1. Census Report of the United Provinces, 191i, Blunt, Page 324, 
2e Hastings Encyl. of Religion and Ethics, Gait, Page 2366 


Much of the theory of the origin of Caste explains 
its growth, for the modern authorities have started from the 
present methods of extension and expansion and followed back 
towards the beginnings. 

According to the writer, the origin of Caste is believed 
to be one of superiority of birth and color in the Aryan 
conquerors cf India, This condition, however, was not an 
unusual one in the history of nations. We must therefore 
look to other factors in the building of the complex social 
life of India to explain why in that country, and in no other, 
those birth and color distinctions have been perpetuated and 
hardened into Caste. 

One must first notice that the Indian intellect is 
one that is much given to speculation, Mysticism and theory 
rather than facte It fell an easy prey to the myth of the 
four-fold origin of Caste. Centuries of honest belief in 
divinely ordered stratas of Society prevented class bitter- 
nesse One's position was one's fate, and nothing could alter 
it in this existences 

Perhaps this hopeless feeling of the immutability of 
Caste barriers helped to promote and strengthen the belief 
in transmigration of souls and Karma, which belief in turn 
helped to make Caste. The almost universal idea of the 


transmigration of souls, combined with the Hindu conception 


es 
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of Karma, acted upon the comparatively harmless color © 
repugnance which created Caste, and converted it into a 
birth distinction, “Seized upon by an arrogant priesthood, 
this compound of Karma, Transmigration and Caste began to 
take shape about 600 B.C. Everyone is born into his particular 
Caste in accordance with his actions in his previous existence." 1 

The mental attitude of the various peoples of India, the 
religious theories of Transmigration and Karma, the loyalty of 
all classes to the Brahman priesthood and obedience to their 
laws, the many races and racial differences which made 
amalgamation more difficult, - these were the influences that 
helped to extend and perpetuate Castes 

The methods of extension were as follows: 

ist, - Tribal - The adoption of marriage and food 
restrictions segregating the aboriginal tribes from others 
until today many have become Castes, The fusion of the 
conquering Aryans with the aboriginal Dravidians and the 
later Mongoloid races produced seven distinct types and 
several thousand Gastes. 

2nd, - Punctional ~ This is the most common division 
in India, although today it is largely a division of sub- 
castes rather than castes. in other parts of the world, 
occupational divisions became only trade guilds; in India 
they became Castes. Most of the Criminal Castes originated 
in this manner, 

Sra, ~- Sectarian - Some of the largest Castes in India 


heave been started by the followers of some reformer or 


1» Asiatic Review - Sharrock, Vole XV, Page 409.6 


sligious teacher, and then growth has ‘depended upon the 
increasing or decreasing populerity of the faith, Many look 
upon Christians denominations as such Castese 
Ath, - Intermarriage + The same principles, which were 
at the foundation of Caste, arising out of recial or color 
; differences, are still forming sub-castes and new cantese 
5th, - Nationel - Sometimes entire nations have been 
euniganated, through patriotism, into one Caste - wish as 
the Marathis, one of the greatest robber nations of india at 
one time « today a baste, | 
6th, ~ Imigartion - As families mers 48 a new locality, 
intermarry and take a local name, @ new Caste is formed. 
Vth, - Changes of Custom « Sometimes a section of a 
caste no longer practices certain customs and gradually a 
division occurs, Such a division separated the Jats from 
the Rajputs, when the latter refused to practice infant 
marriage, 1 
New castes are still being formed along all of these 
lines. Not only are the two-hundred-fifty millions of Hindus 
almost hopelessly segregated into over three thousand castes, 
but most of the sixty million Mohammedans are also similarly 
classified, although restrictions and regulations are not so 


rigid as among the Hindus. 
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ri SECTION CG. ITS INFLUENCES, 
‘The Pasts The influence of Gaste in Indie in the 
past cannot be measured, ‘The Hindu géholsr who sdid: “With 
reagrd to the higher classes, Caste is a goldenchain which 
has fixed them to only that which is noble and praise~ 
worthy", also admitted that "Caste is an iron chain which 
has fettered wach class to the profession of their ancestors, 
ana has rendered any improveucnt on’ their past impossible", A 
It has been a popular pactiine for the foreigner to 
lay 2@ll of the evils and the backwardness of India to 
Castee While it is true that Caste and Progress do not 
travel well together, that Caste prevents unity and 
democratic ideals, that it discourages and almost 
negatives ambition and a desire for individual improve- 
ment, - still there was a time in India when Caste was a 
oo onefitse Back of a mass of superstition and custom, one 
finds the same high ideals of the Hinduy bequeathed to him 
by his Aryan ancestor, that was bequeathe@ to us by that 
branch of the Aryan race that went West instead of East. 
Caste performed a service in keeping some of those 
high ideals from being engulfed by the ignorence and 
superstition of the aboriginal people with whom the 
Aryan came into contact. Complete amalgamation of the Aryan 
with the Dravidian would have produced a civilization 


ile Hindu Castes and Sects - Jogendra Nath Bhattacharya, Page 8e 
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Mucivensse 14 Coste Birvingess thé growing dtarepard: of - 
much more inferior and backward than that in India todays 
While one must carefully sift the Indian claims that 
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a civilization that existed centuries ago was superior to 
that of modern times, the literature, science - particularly 
medicineyg-musicy arty eice,s are evidence of a high plane 

of culture, gradually decreasing by a partial amalgamation 
of superior and inferior races + partial only because of 
Caste. 

The Present: There is now no longer the same need 
of maintaining Caste. Its peneficial results have disappeared 
and it has only serious drawbackse Forces are slowly, but 
surely, breaking down this ancient institution. Education 
has shown the backwardness of India, and the need for a more 
democratic atmosphere; the recent war has called millions of 
India's best sons to the West, where often they have not 
observed Caste, and usually have realized its futility and 
drawbacks; the rising tide of nationalism and more self- 
governnent which is weeping tee world and threatening the 
foundations of Empires has struck a key note of unity - 
which is impossible with Castee . 

oun of the signs of disintegration ares the 
fundamental restriction against going overseas has been 
almost forgotten; the reform societies which have attacked 
the restriction of Widow Remarriage, the custom of Child 


Marriage, and thus taken the first steps toward less exe 
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< “elusiyeness, in caste morricgesy | the growing aicregerd of of 
7 educated ‘Indians, in the motter of food restrictions. Sot ve 
Mires Gait gives the following reasons for the hankine. 

up of Caste: English civilization with its railways, growth 
of trade, introduction of machinery; old villege industries 
being rextaved by machinery; high end Low classes thrown 
together in redlwsy carriages and in crwoded streets; the 
overseas travel due to the war3 and English education. “ 

Let no one imagine that Caste is a thing of the paste 
The great mass of the people are as rigidly observing ahd. 
following Caste rules as ever An institution that has been 
formed over two thousand years will not be destroyed in a 
day. Yet one can see signs of the beginning of the ends 

The Future* Nothing could be more disastrous to India 
today than the sudden cessation of Castes I have already shown 
how deeply rooted it is in the very heart of the life of Indias 
Sir Henry Cotton, in writing of the new India, deplores a 
tendency to destroy the distinctions between the different 
stratas of Society. He says: "These reformers who are in 
the habit of describing Yaste as the root of all evils in 
Hindu Society overlook the impossibility of uprooting an 
institution which has taken a firm hold on the popular minde 
They forget that the attempt to abolish Caste, if successful, 
would be attended with the most dangerous consequences, unless 
some pwerful religious influence were brought to bear upon the 


people in its place. They forget also that Caste is still 
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“‘. Hastings Encyl. Religion and Ethics, Gait, Page 2376 


‘stronger as a social than as a religious institution and that 
many a man who hes entirely lost his belief in his religion 
is zealous and tenacious of his position as a high caste man 
and serupulously performs all customary rites and ceremonies. 
Caste is now the frame work which knits together Hindu Society - 
it is the link which maintains the existing religious system 
of Hinduism in its present order. ‘the problem of the future 
is not to destroy Caste but to modify it, to preserve its 
distinctive conception and to gradually place them upon a 
social instead of a supernatural basis". 4 ! 
The disintegration of Caste is likely to be slow, but 
increasing more and more as the people become more enlightened. 
Aside from the influences already mentionedy there is one which 
the writer considers of great importance, and is the basis 
for a personal theory of the final downfall of the Caste system, 
Christianity has secured a large majority of its converts 
from the low caste or outcast people. This does not mean that 
its influence has not just as strongly effected the high caste 
people. They, however, have much more to give up. And it is 
not usually the personal ostracism and persecution that 
restrains the high caste man from becoming Christian, but @. 
reluctance to submit his parents to such ostracism, The 
result is that, while a large part of the Indian Christian 
community is from the ignorant and lower classes of the 


Indian people, there is an ever increasing number of high 


1. New India, Sir Henry Cotton, Page 252, 


easte Indians, who are following Christian teachings, who 
read the Bible, who worship the Christian Saviour - but who 
are still called Hingu or Mohammeden because they have never 
publicly admitted their new faith. 

In the eyes of the Hindu and Mohammedan, Christianity 
is but another Caste - and it ranks es one of the lowest 
pecause it contains many of the "untouchables" and the most 
londrense It is too much *:r him to exchange membership in 
his high caste for one in the "Christian Caste", Through 
education, and contact with Christian ideals the status of 
the "Christian Caste" is being gradually raised. When it 
reaches a point where it will be a credit to acman in the 
eyes of the world to associate himself with the "Christian 
Caste" then the millions of secret followers of the Christian 
Saviour will publicly become Christians, Then one will 
witness the final downfall of Caste and the beginning of 


real brotherhood in India, 
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The origin and extension of Caste has been rather 
fully covered, for it explains to a large extent why we 
find Societies of criminals in India today, so different 
from any other country. The perpetuation of Criminal 
Castes is due to hereditary occupations. It is just as 
true that the son and the grandson of a “crook” will become 
a “crook" as that the son and grandson of a cook will 
pecome a cooks Criminal Castes havey however, been more 
yielding than many others, and growth has been by 
recruiting, as well as by birthe | 

Many of the Criminal Castes had their origin as 
lawless bands of robbers with which India was at one time 
infested. The most femous of these bands was the Pindaris 
who became such @ terror to Central India that, in 1817, 
Lord Hastings organized an expedition and suppressed theme 
The Marathis, one of the leading Castes of India today, were 
at one time agreat organized band of robberse The Badhaks, 
the Kaikaris and the Bowries are a few of the modern Criminal 
Castes who trace their origin to famous robber bands, 
Many more are descendents of the great gypsy bands 

that at one time preyed on the people of India. The largest 
gypsy Castes today are the Sansiasy Berias, Kanjars and Mirasis <- 


-all of whom are descended from the Doms - still one of the 
leading vagrant and Criminal Castes. The Thugs who | 
terrorized India for centuries, until suppressed in 1859, 
were descended from the ancient eboriginal tribe of the Dom. 

It is an interesting theory that the European gypsy 
originated in India, Sir G. Grierson says, “Tbe Bhojpuri- 
speaking Doms are a famous race and heve many points of. 
resemblance with the gypsies of Europe. They are great 
thieves, live by hunting, dancing, and telling fortunes, their 
women have a reputation for making love philtres and medicines, 
they keep fowls and are said to eat carrion. They are also 
great musicians and horsemen, The gypsy grammar of Europe is 
very similar to the Bhojpuri dialect". : 

Many: modern Criminal Castes are decended from aboriginal 
tribes, whose low moral standards and vagrant tendencies have 
been perpetuated as Caste customs. The competition of modern 
Society and the restrictions of law and order has forced them, 
of necessity, to perfect their methods and has developed traits 
of cunning, daring and deccite 

And lastly, many modern Criminal Castes are descendents 
of outlaws, criminals, broken men and women of other Castes, 
who have banded themselves together for mutual protection and 
penefit, and in the process of time become a recognized Caste. 

We have then, first of all, the influences which produced 
the Caste system of India, separating the people on the basis 
of color and birth, further sub-dividing them along functional 


lines, and finally perpetuating them into hardened classes by 
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restrictions of marriage, food, etc. 

Among the aboriginal tribes were many which had no 
occupation - wandering gypsies, predatory clans, usually 
those of the lowest intelligence and civilization. Forced 
by the new system of functional classification, they became 
professional robbers, swindlers, or petty thievese "Unlike 
the Gonds, Koles, and other large united tribes, which were 
driven from the plains of India by the Aryans, and took refuge 
in hilly tracts of Central India, the Doms and other 
ancestors of modern Criminal Castes seem to have hung to 
the Aryans and, unaffected by their civilization, to have 
followed them feeding, es it were, on the garbage left by 
them, never changing, never improving, never advancing 
in social rank, scale or utility, outcasts and foul 
parasites from the earliest ages, they so remain, and 
probably will continue as long as they are existent". l 

Asia ena in the process of time grew up the modern 
Criminal Gastes with the same restrictions of marriage and 
food as other Castes; each with countless customs, 
superstitions and practices to mark it off from the otherse 

There are certain influences, which have helped to 
mould, strengthen and perpetuate the Criminal Castes, that 
are very marked. The first is religion. Nearly every 
Criminal Caste has a god or goddess as a protector, The crime 
is usually committed in the name of this protector and often 


in his or her honor. The Thugs strangled their victim as 4 
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or a 


py “pacrifice to the goddess Kali or Devi. They even believed 
at one time that she ate the secrifice. This belief in the a 


“yeligious sanction for crime gave rise to many superstitions. 
A crime is never committed except when certain omes are 
favorable. . | 

The veebudd great influence which perpetuates and marks 
off the Criminal Castes is the necessary criminal procedure 
against them by the Government. As this will ve mentioned 
in detail later, I will only refer here to the Criminal 
Tribes Act of 1871, “which provides for the registration, 
surveillance and control of any tribe, gamg or class of 
persons wddicven to the systematic commission of non- 
pailable offences".1 The registvation of an entire Caste 
or tribe by the police, while undoubtedly necessary,at 
once tends to make even more certain the Fate that binds a 
member of the Caste to a life of crime, 

A third influence that helps tp perpetuate Criminal 
Caste is the fact that, unlike most Castes, they recruit 
and train new members, Many ex-convicts, outcasts, and 
Lawless men and women from other Castes are continually 
added to the recognized Criminal Castes. Children are 
kidnapped, bought or reared for the definite purpose of 
crimes “They are given a regular technical training in 
early life and follow no other occupation than thet of 
crime for & livelihood. An expert acquires such gontidenee 
in his own ability that not infrequently from sheer love 
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of adventure, he will undertake enterprises of most a 
aiffioult and dangerous nature and on succeeding, as he 
often does, becomes the hero of his own ‘gang and an object 
of admiration among the fraternity". : 

Among the Thugs, who strangled and robbed people, the 
sone were kept in ignorance of the entire matter until the 
time came for their trainings "The initiation of the young 
is progressive and the force of habit gradually overcomes 
the natural repugnance which, in every human heart, would 
at first withdraw the hend from the destruction of human 
life. At first they are kept in ignorance of the occupation 
of their fathers. They are permitted to accompany them as_ 
on &@ pleasure expedition and & veil is drwan over the darker 
side. Then the novice receives a portion of the booty and 
becomes interested, The truth reveals itself by degrees. He 
passes through a long course of preparatory study as @ Scout, 
a sexton, a holder of the limbs and finally a strangler". @ 

The training and practice of crime from childhood 
accentuates the hereditary mental attitude of a member of a 
Criminal Caste. It is‘his profession and'he has f certain 
property rights which may be summed up in the philosophy: 


"Let him take who has the power 
And let him keep who can", 


This mental attitude is shown by the testimony of a 
noted brigand Chief, “We are necessary", said he proudly to 


the judges, "God has sent us on the earth to punish the 


1. Railway Thieves, M. Pauparao Naidu, Preface. 
2. History and Practices of the Thugs, Thornton, Page 25. 


iP ee ee oe ee ee 
Frarielece and the riche We are a kind of divine scourge. 


Without us, what would the judges do"? 1 
Another prisoner saids "We do not roby we merely take 


ee: 


from the rich their superfluities, and pesides do not 
advocates and merchants rob ? Why accuse us rather than 
them ? Knowing that three-fourths of the social virtues are 
cowardly vices, we thought that an open assault on a rich 
man would be * wah ignoble than the cautious combinations 

of fraud". 

The modern Criminal Castes of India are tecscendantsy 
of aboriginal tribes, for the most part, whose low moral and 
criminal tendencies have been perpetuated by Caste, who have been 
forced by Caste to make their living as professional criminals, 
who have been further stamped by compulsory registration 
under the Criminal Tribes Acts and who continue to increase 
and perpetuate their criminal tendencies by recruiting and 
training those from other Castes, end by initiating their ow 


children into the secrets of their hereditary professions 


~. & 
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“THE CRIMINAL CASTE PROBLEM. 
SECTION A. ITS EXTENT, 


The numerical extent of the Criminal Castes of India | 
today is variously estimated at from three million to five 
million men, women and children. Estimates as to the 
number must be besed largely upon the census of such tribes 
or Castes as have been registered under the Criminal Tribes 
Act. of 187L.+ Such figures are not very reliable on account 
of the reluctance of individuals to report to the police, 
the roving nature of many of the members of these Castes and 
even of the Castes themselves, the practice of changing their 
Caste names when in different parts of the country, and the 
fact that often it is only a sub-caste which has the 
criminal tendencies, and to include the entire @aste is 
inaccurate. Each year, edditional Castes are declared to be 
of Criminal tendencies, but not often are Castes released from 
such registratione 

In geographical extent, Criminal Castes are found 
in all parts of India. Some ere localizedy some have branches 
in every province, some wander all over the country and call 
themselves by different Caste names in each localitye At one 
time, they were to be found largely in native states where 


there were no efforts made to restrain them. Today the rulers 


of most native states cooperate with the Government of India 
in some measure of supervision and controle 
| _ SECTION Be MEMBERSHIP. — 

A detailed account of the names and customs of all of 
the Criminal Castes of India would be too long, but a brief 
account of the most historic and the largest groups may be 
of intereste | 

The most famous group, historically, are the Thugs. 
It is to this Caste that we owe our English word “thug", 
which we apply to = tough character or criminal, especially 
one accustomed to brutality and foul plays The Thugs of 
India were highway-men who used to strangle their victins 
in the neme of the goddess Kalis 

No one will ever know exactly when this custom began. 
In the Kylas Temple of the caves of Elloray are bas reliefs 
representing the crime of thugee. These date about the 
seventh to ninth century AsD.4 ‘The first notice of it 
taken by the English was in 1799 and in 1516, Drs Sherwood 
wrote an account of them. From 1810 to 1829, the British 
officials were puzzled by the strange disappearances of 
prominent people. Finally the truth was made known by the 
confession of a Thug. Cole W. He Sleeman was sent to 
investigate and remained to suppress the evil. In six years: 
he convicted over two thousand, ammy of whom were executed, 


others deported, and the balence established in a settlement 
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at Jubbulpore for life imprisonment, The latter consisted 


largely of a aia Soda whose evidence helped to convict the 
"ER, 


leaders, There ars:only a few of the’ old Thug Caste left 
today, and the tendency to take another Caste name will soon 
make this Criminal Caste extinct. Many other Criminal Castes 
used the thugee method, but today that crime is practically 
unknown ~ to the credit of the thoroughness of the British 
police. 

"A Mohammedan Caste known as the Muzbee Sikhs once 
followed thugee methods and were more feared than the Thugs. 
Today they work on the railroads. The pioneer battalions 
of the Punjab are composed of Muzbee Sikhs". 1 

Of the vagrant gypsy tribes, the oldest, and probably 
the ancestors of all gypsies, is the Dom. Today one finds 
branches of this aboriginal trite in all parts of Indid. 
They are usually wandering, restless, superstitious idlers « 
lacking the courage of bold criminal ventures, but addicted 
to petty thieving. They make little effort to earn an 
honest living, for their professions of musicians, jugglers, 
and snake charmers are only for the opportunity to pilfer 
as oceasion affords. The women are usually immoral. They 
sometimes claim to have the ability to exorcise spirits, 
extract worms from decayed teeth, or to tattoo, These are 
subterfuges to find en opportunity to steal jewelry. The 
most famous gypsy Castes are the Berias, the Kanjors, and 
the Sansias, but these ere only a few of the many Castes or 


sub-castes that could be included in this classifications 
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- Another large classification are the robber gangs or 
dacoits. Dacoits are not a Castes "Hindus of any Caste 
or Mohanmedans become dacoits, but in many femilies the _ 
practice is hereditary. A dacoity is a burglary attended 
by violence and is classed in a higher degree than an 
ordinary robbery. It is a planned scheme and is carried 
out with boldness. A neuse of a banker, merchant or other 
rich person is watched for several days by spies who observe 
where it can be most easily attacked and where thevaluables 
are conceeleds The gang attacks in the day or night and life 
is not spared." 1 
The Pindaris and Merathis ~ robber gangs wgich at one 
time threatened to depopulate Central India~ were well- 
orgenized bands of marauders. Next in importance were the 
Badhaks y who flovrished until 1850 and still exist as a 
Criminal Caste in a small waye They are closely allied to 
the Baurias, They claim to be decended from the Rajputs = 
the high class Hindu warriors, who ruled North India in the 
12th Centurye 
In 1822 they had so successfully ettacked the British 
treasuries that it was necessary to fortify them. Their 
leader, Gajraj, was the Robin Hood of Gwalior - 680 powerful 
that he was appointed to keep the ferries and allowed to 
blackmail all travellers, They were suppressed from 1837 
to 1849, during which time twelve hundred were tried and 


over six thousand became fugitives in the forests of Oudh. 


—— a neEenennemmemmmartl 
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Over $ 300,000 of booty was discovered, = vaphmnet fmebe 
The most daring dacoits of Mohammedan days were the 
Meos - the Mohammedan branch of the Hindu “Mina” robber bands 
The varice of the Meo is expressed by "The Meo will not 

give his daughter in marriage till he gets a morter full 

of silver", his pugnacity by "The Meo's son begins to avenge 
his feuds when he is twelve years old", his toughness by 
"never be sure that a Meo is dead till you see the third 

day funeral ceremony performed". 1 

Another famous robber band were the Ramosis, who 
attacked at night with torches and spears, They used their 
turbans soaked in butter as torches. 

In South India, the Korwas are professional robbers 
and dacoits, There are two classes; those who dig their 
way into a house without violence and those who boldly 
break open the door, committing violence and murder. Caste 
rules prohibit intermarriage of these two classes. 

The most dangerous robbers of today ere the Pathans, 
end other border tribes of North India, such as Kabulis, 
Khans, Afghans, Peshansy etcs "Most Pathans have an 
avocation anc are herd to corivicts He is a@ big, robust 
men in a dirty loose+«flowing costume, is haughty and over~- 
bearing, avericiousy treacherous, unscrupulous, suave when 
selling goods, heartless in collecting". & 

Unlike most dacoite whose activities today are 


restricted by police, the Pans of Orissa, who represent 
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twenty per. cent of the populationyare today changing from ox 
comparatively harmless thieves and pilferers to pold dacoits 
pecause of the influence of those with whom they have come 
into contact in prison. 

Meany of the Castes formerly practicing dacoity are today 
content with cattle lifting and minor thievinge — Usually cattle 
lifters are clever trackers and the police use them to detect 
the thefts of wayward brothers, The Gopals, Goojars, Bheels 
are a few representatives of this class. | | 

And then there are the cattle poisoners. Usually this 
is done by the Chamars who as leather workers are entitled to 
the hides of all cattle found dead. 

The Aghorees have @ reputendon of being ogres. Their 
practical philosophy is’ that there is no difference between 
things, and that distinctions depend upon imaginatione A 
cuff or a kick is as immaterial es a blessings "They go 
about with a fresh human skull in their hands (off which 
they have previously eaten the flesh and afterwards scraped out 
the brains end eyes with their fingers) into which is poured 
whatever is given them to drink - it makes no difference 
whether it be ardent spirits or milk or foul water. For 
food they take the first thing offered - whether a putrid 
corpse or cooked food. With matted hair, blood-red eyes 
and body covered with filth and vermin, the Aghoree is an 
object of terror and disgust". 1 


The event of the railway gave an opportunity to Criminal 
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Castes to leave the more dangerous occupation of dacoity for 
one requiring skill and cunning - bundle thieving. The most 
expert of these is the Bhampte who is so exclusive that he 
will not marry his daughter to a man who cannot prove e record 
of at least fourteen arrests. The Chain Mallahs were for- 
merly great water rovers, plying their trade of boatmen when 
not able to make a dishonest living. Today they are notorious 
swindlers and railway thieves. 

The Jaduas are clever swindlers who continually find 
buried money or turn brass into gold. 

The Chupperbunds and Baurias are clever counterfeiters 
of silver coinSs 

The Pasis, with its many branches, is one classification 
only of the common thief or pickpocket. 

The above is not a rolli-call of the Criminal Castes 
but only a bird's eye view of the important ones, When one 
realizes that these are not criminals by choice, but by 
heredity, forced to make a living by crime because of their 
Karma or Fate, then one begins to understand what the 
problem is, and how much its solution would mean not only 


for the unfortunate bound by Caste, but for India. 
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Perhaps the most interesting part of this subject 
relates to the clever, daring and vabied metheds of worke 

Volumes have been written of the dinost fiendish way 
in which the Thugs selected their victims, laid their plans, 
and carried them out = sometimes requiring days of patient 
efforts to entrap their victim. No modern gang of experienced 
criminals has ever shown more daring, cunning and merciless 
cruelty than these religious fanaticse 

The following illustration is one of the many stories 
as told by the Thugs themselves when on triale A welle-armed 
Mohammedan merchant was travelling with two servants. One day 
he met seven Hindu merchants, who asked if they might travel 
with hime Unwilling to trust them, he refused to have any 
thing to do with them. The next day he met seven Mohammedan 
merchants and would not trust even those of his own faith. 
The same day some Mohammedans tried to make friends with 
his servants, but he ordered his servants not to associate 
with them. The third day, in a lonely spot, he came upon 
a party of Mohammedan soldiers gathered about a dead comrades 
They appealed to him as a learned man to read over a few 
words from the Koran and pray over their comrade before his 
burials He left his weapons on his horse and knelt for prayer 
beside the dead Mohammedan. One soldier knelt on either side 


of him and one on each side of his two servants. They had 
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Pr is a egies ee, eyes in prayer before all three were 
strangled. dike 
-- Qne reason that the Thug was 66 long undetected was his 


custom of burying the body of his victim. For this purpose, he 
carried the sacred pickaxey especially dedicated to the service 
of the goddess Kali, Hollick writing in 1840 said, "It is 
now an invariable custom to mutilate the bodies of their 
victims before burying them in order that they may not be 
recognized, Formerly the goddess, according to tradition, 
used to accompany — and devour the bodiese Offended one 
day when a murderer saw her devouring it, she vowed never to 
eat another, To make up a little for the loss of such 
assistance, she presented them with one of her tusks for 

@ pickaxe, which was to last forever; with one of her ribs 

for a knife; and the hem of her petticoat for a noose to 
strangle her victim with", & 

The Thugs always went cleverly disguised, and usually 
in large numbers, They carefully planned the crime, They 
were not supposed to kill womens, but this rule was frequently 
broken, One accompanied by a cow, or a pilgrim carrying holy 
water from the Ganges was supposed to be spared. A low caste 
or @ maimed person was spared, as not an acceptable sacrifice 
to the goddess Kali. 

One must remember that “the Thug considers the persons 
murdered precisely in the light of victims offered up to the 


goddess, and he remembers them as a priest of Jupiter remembered 
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ss the oxen and a priest of Saturn the children sacrificed 
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_ upon their altars, He meditates his murders without any 


misgivings, he perpetuates them without, any emotion ery’ 
pity, and he recalls them without any feeling of remorses: 
They trouble not his dreams nor does their recollection 
ever cause him inguietude in darkness, in solitude, or.in 
the hour of death", . 

Like many other Criminal Castes, the Thugs had a 
special language to be used only by the fraternity in their 
professional duties. This precattion was another reason 
for the way they were able to continue ,their criminal 
practices for so long without discoverys 

The dacoits have many methods of robbery + sometimes 
poldly plundering and mareuding in open defiance as did the 
Pindaris, or by: more careful plgnning and less violence. 
“The Badhaks usually entered a city in numbers disguised as 
cowherds end carrying walking sticks. _In the center of the 


town, they suddenly flashed torches and stabbed all.who 


resisted", . Sometimes they would go disguised as religious 


mendicants carrying the bones of a dead man. The body rested 
on a triangle of staffe, to which ni the moment of attack 
spearheads could be fitted, | 

The Bowries often travel as holy men and stop at 
temples, The iron tool for house breaking is buried at 


each stopping place, end carried behind the gang whibe on 
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the march. They ‘usually break “ hole through the wall, 
and steal only jewelry. r 
The Bhampta, while a clever railway m_ ° still 
more clever as a worker in bathing placese He goes dressed 
as a Brahman, with a confederate, He steals with his toes andy, 
when the loss is discovered, points out his confederate as 
the thief. While the owner follows the sonfederste, he escapes 
with the stolen property. Sometimes one of them goes into 
the water and makes a commotion while the other steals 
valuables from the bundles of slothine on the bank. 
The Beldars, or stonecutters, go about under the 
pretense of mending grindstones to discover a place worth 
looting. The Mang-garori has an informer, who is usually a 
perfume seller or bangle seller, thus gaining access to the 
women's apartments to discover where the jewel box is kepte 
| The Sanaurhia conduct schools in which boys are trained 
to steal, They travel in gangs of ten or twelve, each member 


having one or two boys from eight te twelve years of age. 


The boys have a special vocabulary and a set of signals. 


The leader remains in headquarters to receive the goods, to 
arrange for the defense of anyone arrested, or to care for 
his family, if convicted. 2 
One of the methods is for the man to start a quarrel 
in front of a shope A crowd gé&thers, including the shopkeeper. 


Meantime a boy steals what he can. Or the man will crowd 
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a buyer when he lays down his bundle and the boy steals ite 


Ig the boy is caught, the man pleads for him on the score 


of his youth, and he is usually let off, A favorite trick 
is for the mish to beat the boy, who runs crying to cling 
to a stranger andy while clinging to him, picks his pocketse 

The Yerukela rob under the leadership of a female. 
Rach gang carries a Pitiich of keys and picklocks. One boldly 
enters the house while the confederates stand in front. If 
the owner returns, he is detained in conversation, or by a 
quarrel between the confederates, until the thief escapese 
often a woman posing as ea fortune teller, persuades the 
mistress of the house to allow herself to be covered with a 
cloth» While the supposed fortune teller continues the 
conversation, a confederate robs the houses 

Space does not permit of mutiplying further the clever 
methods used in housebreakings No less clever is the railway 
pickpocket who lies on the floor of the crowded car, and is 
covered with acloth by his confederate. He opens bags, or if 
locked slits them with a small knife carried concealed between 
the gum and upperlip. At the next station they slip away. 
If the theft is discovered they throw the things out of the 
window and walk back to get thems Sometimes they exchange a 
worthless bag for a good ones They carry disguises, have a 
clever system of warning by coughs and gestures and are 


seldom detected. 1 
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The Jaduas are magicians as the name indicates, They ; 
usually settle in a village end open a grain shop. They 
select their victim. Then three of their number disguise 
as a Brahman holy man, 2 chela or disciple, and a land 
holdere The land holder goes to the victim and asks where 
he can find the Brahman, as he wants to do homage to him for 
having turned his: silver and brass ornements into gold, The 
dupe follows and sces the land holder worship the Brehmun and 
receive presents of clothy money, etce He brings his own 
silver, and, after objecting, the Brahman finally yields. 
Several tricks follow, such as placing a rupee on his 
forehead and looking at the sun for a time. Looking back 
into the dark room, he sees the Brahman disappear and then 
reappear before his sun-blind eyes. The silver ornements 
are then tied in a cloth and buried. Stones are substituted 
and the victim is asked to watch the bag for an hour, while 
the gang escapes. 1 

"The Kepmaris of Madras pose as alchemists and claim 
to be able to convert baser metals into gold; as Rajahs of 
untold wealth who enter a town and make large purchases without 
cashs as doctors possessing knowledge of ancient medicines and 
offering to cure incurable diseases by mixing gold and 
precious stones with medicines; as scientists professing to 
be able to reproduce facsimiles of currency notes of any 
value", * 


Professional poisoners are in an honorable profession 
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dating back to the days of Sleeman who, in 1840, told of the 


case of the poisoning of a priest and his son in a temple by 
Some travellers for the sake of a blanket, 1 arsenic or 
dhatura is usede A favorite methods is for the man to hire a 
cart, and while travelling administer poison to the drivers 
thus getting possession of the bullocks, which are sold. One 
man, who was convicted, confessed to eighteen such murders ” 
And we must not ferget the Chupperbund or coiner, who 

witha little sticky clay and a knife mekes a coin that 
readily passese He passes them by the simple trick of 
offering a handful of coppers in exchange for a rupees 
Substituting a counterfeit for the good rupee handed to him, 
he refuses it, claiming that it is no goods Another is 
offered, and again he exchanges a counterfeit, continuing 
the process until he has substituted good coins for all of 
his counterfeits, ° 

Most of these methods are hereditary and have been used 
for generationse It would seem that some day the people of 
India would know them so thoroughly, that they would no longer 
be duped, but Criminal Castes still follow their honored 
professions, and in the same time-honored ways of their 


fathers. 
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The efforts to solve the problem have been of two kinds + 
punative and preventatives Neither has as yet achieved any 
marked succes&Se ; 

The British Government found three of the most’ terrible 
phases of criminality in India, that have ever been inetituteds 
Suttee ~- The burning of the widow on the funeral pyre 
of her husband. In spite of the fact that the custom was 
based on the authority of the Hindu sacred writings, and 

that in Bengal alone, there were cight hundred cases 
annually, Lord Bentnick abolished it in 1829.6 

Thugee « The strangling and robbing of people as an act 
of devotion to the goddess Kali. This was stamped out in 
1838 under the direction of Col. We H. Sleeman at the order 
of Lord Bentnicke 

Meriah sacrifice of human beings and hook-swinging were 
two other brutal customs performed in the worship of gods, and 
were abolished about the middle of the last century. 

Female Infanticide «- This crime was quite generally 
followed by masty’ Castes including the Khonds and Rajputs. 

It was stopped in 1795 by the Governor of Bombaye i 

This method of solving the problem was efficient in 

reference to definite crimes. Various sections of the penal 


code attempt to deal with habitual criminals which include 
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| the Criminal Castes, It was only however when the Criminal 
Tribes Act was passed in 1871 thet any definite progress was 
made in solving the problem, By this method of registration 
those of criminal tendencies are located, When a crime is 
committed the evidence usually sointa te certain Castes« — 
"It is not a question of who committed the crime, but who 
did note It is a process of elimination." 4 
There have been attempts made by the Government to form 
settlements for Criminal Tribes, These have not been very 
successful, with the exception of the one at Jubbulpore for 
the Thugs, which was really a prison rather than a settlement. 

The Salvation Army have twenty-nine settlements, five 
children's industrial homes, for twelve different Criminal 
Castes, consisting of over eight thousand men, women and 
childreh. Silk industries, cotton weaving, carpet making, 
carpentry are some of the trades taughte In the agricultural 
settlements - gardening, poultry and stock raising, and the 
cultivation of field crops are taught. Some laborers are 
hired out for work outside of the settlement. The greatest 
difficulty is the lack of teachers. * 

"No one, I am sure, could doubt for a moment after a 
visit to the Dom settlement, where a single Scotsman and his 
wife perfectly control an army of barbarians, that if all 
the prisons of England and India, nay, of all the world, were 
given into the keeping of the Salvation Army, the regeneration 
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2e Asiatic Review, Bedford, Page 350. 


¢ 


+ prem 


tee Pica Lengths 


a Cx: 


« 


S cuneeniemnniniemnettiieenemiemniemeticnemednnensenieeniamatemer er ee 


le 


Other Sheep, Begbie, Page 295, 


’ 


7 e 


_ CONCLUSION» 


I have presuted at great length the origin, growth, 
and the influence of Caste on India, I have shown how 
some of the aboriginal tribes became Cgiminal Castes and 
perpetuated as organized systems of crimes 

The reader may have noticed the seeming confusion 
of the terms "tribe" and "Caste", They are today inter- 
changeable, I have given preference to the term "Caste" 
which is the most common designation today y although most 
of these Criminal Castes were once aboriginal tribes. 

I have tried to picture the importance of the problem 
py showing its extent, something of its membership; and 
the cleverness and, at times, the fiendishness of the 
methods used. And in conclusion, I have shown how little 
has really been done to solve the probleme One has to 
remember that in addition to the great Criminal Caste 
problem in India, there are also the regular criminals, 
as are found in every countrye Had I the space in this 
paper, it would be interesting to compare a member of the 
Criminal Castes with other criminals, with political 
offenders, and with the boy gangs of civilization, in an 
effort to decide how far he is an unforunate victim of 


"Xarma" and how far he can be held responsible as a criminal. 


Sa ‘The India Government has this problem at hearty 
and the Salvation Army has successfully shown the way 
toward a solution. — It is my belief that it will be solveds 


first by rigid supervision and severe punishments to 
check a further increase in the problems and second, 
by the substitution of honest trades for a roving, 
predatory, dishonest life. 


‘University Press, Combridgey 1915. 


Avery brief manual, As the suthor admits, the 
material is not very originels His chapter on 


Caste is taken very largely from the writings 
of Sir Herbert Ne Risleye 


BEDFORD, Lt, Col. James Le 
fj Asiatic Reviews Vol XV. Article “Salvation Army Work 
emong the Criminal Tribes". | 

Bast & West Coes Londony 1919. 


A good report of the best piece of work being 
done for the Criminal Castes of Indias 


BEGBIEy HAROLD 
£ Other Sheeps 
“Hodder & Stoughton, London (No dete given)» 
A book of short articles on individuals and places, 
representing a study of the people of Indiag with 
special reference to the work of the Salvation 
Aeay Written in populer style and with a fair 
knowledge of facts. 
BHATTACHARYA, JOGIENDRA NATH 
ji; Hindu Castes and Sects» 
Thackery Spink & Coss Calcutta, 1896. 
As president of the College of Pandits and 
author of several books on India, the writer 
gives a very able presentation of the subject 
from @ Hindu viewpoint. 


# All books marked thus in this Bibliography were studied 
and the materials used. Other books were only consulted 


BLUNT, Ee Ae He 
#Census Report of the United Provinces 
of Agra and Oudh, 1911, Vol. le 


Government Press, Allahabad, 1912. 


One of the most recent articles of the many good 
ones to be found in the Census Reports of 1861, 
1891, 1901, 1911. 


COLLIER, PRICE 


#The West in the Rest from an American Point of Vicwe 
Scribner's, New York, 1911. 


A well-written book by a keen observer, rather given 
to snap judguents and dogmatic assertions. Often 
one who gets only a glimpse can paint a truer 
picture than another whose constant contact with 

the maze of Indien life produces only a one-sided 
pictures 


COX, SIR EDMUND Cw 


#Police and Crime in India, 
Stenley Paul & Coe, London, 1911. 


A popular official book, written in a style that 
interests the ordinary reader and yet full of 
suggestions and interest for the official. It 
was very valuable for this paper on account of 
its detailed informetion about the leading 
criminal tribes. 


CROOKE, WILLIAM 
#Natives of Northern India. 
Archibald Constable, London, 1907.— 
A good account of the various Castes of that 


part of India, including the leading Criminal 
Castese 


CROOKE, WILLIAM 
Things Indian, 
7 | Charles Scritmer's Sons, New York, 1906. 


Of too general a nature for this paper, Not usede 


DALTON, COLe Es 7. 
#Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal. | 
| Government Press, Calcutta, 1872. 
Conteins a very interesting account of the customs 
of the various tribes of Bengel. Used in this 
paper for a careful study of Meriah Sacrifice, and 
Female Infanticide - two fanatical crimes, not now 
practiced. 
DAVIDS, Te We RHYS 
¢Buddhist Indiae 


Ge Pe Putnam's Sons, New York, 1903. 
Used only in reference to Caste in Buddhist days. 


GAIT, Eo Aco 
fHastings Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, 
Article on Caste, Vol. III, 1911, Page 230. 


A very clear, concise review of the various theories 
of the origin of Caste and its modern tendencies. 


geensus Report, Bengal Presidency, 1901, Vole le 
Bengal Secretariat Press, Calcutta, 1902. 


__Gensusneport, Government of India, 1911, Vole 1. 
Government Printing Press, Calcutia, 1913. 


Both articles good, but very much influenced by 
Sir He H. Risley. 
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GOULDSBURY, Ce Ee ; 
Life in the Indian Police. 
Chapman & Hall, Ltd.e, London, 1912. 


An interesting book, but with no material of 
use in this paper, . 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 


Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. le 


Clarendon Press, Oxford, 190%. 


Consulted, but not used, 


GUNTHORPE, MAJOR EDWARD J. 


_fNotes on Criminal Tribes,residing in or frequenting 


Bombay Presidency, Berar, and Central Provinces. 
Times of India Press, Bombay, 1882. 
A very concise and interesting account of leading 


Criminal Castes of one of the provinces of India, 
written by one of the British police officials, 


HODGES, We 
Travels in Indise 


Jo Edwards, London, 1793. 


An interesting account of Indie a century agoe No 
material used in this paper, 


HOLLICK, Fe 


#Murder Made Moral, The Thugs and Other Secret 


Murderers of India, 


Ae Heywood, Manchester, 1840. | 


A book written at the time of the suppression 


of the Thugs, containing considerable first-hand 
material, 


HOLLINS, Se Te 


#The Criminal Tribes of the United Provincese 


Government Press, Allahabad, 1914. 


This book has been invaluable in first arousing 

my interest in the subject, then in its suggestions 

of other books on the subject, and finally in 

details of the Criminal Castes of that section of Indias 


IBBETSON, DENZIL CHARLES 
Census Report of the Punjab, 1861, Vol. 1. 
| Government Printing Press, Calcutta, 1883. 
One of the first theories of the origin of Caste. 
Did mech to stimulate thought on the subject. 


NESFIELD, JOHN C, 
#Brief Review of the Caste System of the Northwestern 
- Provinces and Oudhe 
Northwestern Provinces Press, Allahabad, 1885. 
This is a reprint of the Northwestern Provinces Census 
Report of 1881, and gives in detail Mr. Nesfieldts 
theory of the origin and importance of Caste. 
PAUPARAO NAIDU, RAT BAHADUR My 
fRailwey Thieves. Vole 1 of Criminal Tribes of India Series. 
Higginbothams Ltd., Reprint Medras, 1915. 
A small volume of facts taken from years of experience 
in dealing with an increasing class of daring thieves. 
Written by one of the most able native police officials 
in Indiae This book is one of four volumes, only two 
of which are aveilable in New York. 
Orawars, Erukules or Kaikaris. Vole 2 of Criminal Tribes 
of India Series. 
Higginbothams Ltd.e, Madras, 1905. 


Another small volume dealing with one of the leading 
robber castes of South India, 


See 


- POLICE COMMISSION (Hast India Police). 


(Police Commission Report for Ge 


Including a statement of all laws and acts 
relating to the Criminal Castes, 


Police Reports, Bengal, Punjab and Bihar. 


Government Press, Calcutta, 1919. 
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REES, SIR Je De 


The Real India. Vole XIX of Oriental Series, 


Je Be Millet COey Boston, 1910, 
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RISLEY, SIR HERBERT HOPE 


#The People of Indias Published in 1908 Republished 


and edited by We Crooke. 
Thacker, Spink & Coe, Calcutta, 1915. 


The best book on the Caste problem ever writtene 
liost of this material was used by Mr. Risley in 
Census of Indiay 1901, when he was Census Commissioner. 


#Tribes and Castes of Bengal. 


Ethnographic Glossary, 2 Vols. 
Anthropometric Data, 2 Vols. 


Thacker, Spink & Coe, Calcutta, 1892. 


These books are the result of years of service in 
the Statistical Survey Department. At one time, 
Myr. Risley was detailed to study the fribes and 
Castes of Bengal, Much of this material was 
contained in his official report. This use of 
Ethnography and Anthropometry formed the basis 

of his theory of Caste found in “People of India" 
and the Government of India Census, 1901, 


RISLEY, SIR HERBERT HOPE 


ensus Report, Government of India, 1901, Vols le 
Government Press, Calcutta, 1902. 
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RUSSELL, Re Vo 


Tribes and Castes of Central Provinces of India.4 Vols. 


Macmillan & Company, Ltde, London, 1916. 


A very comprehensive study of all of the tribes and 
castes in the Central Provinces, The author was 
assisted by an able Indian, Rai Bahadur Here Lal. 
This book was published by the Central Provinces 
Government and is therefore authoritative. The 
introduction reviews the history of the growth of 
Caste and presents the various theories. Included 
in the detailed description of the Castes of 
that province is considerable material on Criminal 
Castes. 


SANYASAYYA, NAIDU P. 
Crime, its Investigation and Detection. 
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stories of the cunning of the Criminal Caste 
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SHARROCK, REV, JOHN A. 
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Written by a retired missionary who could see the 
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SKINNER, MAJOR THOMAS 
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(No printer's imprint) London, 1833. 2 Volse 


A well-written picture of eventful days in India. 
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Go He Huttmann, Calcutta, 1856. 
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A very valuable guide to the study of the crime of 
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#Rambles and Recollections of an Indian Officials 


Je Hatchard & Sons, London, 1884. 2 Volse 
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of India as a whole. The author is one of the best 
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suppression of the Thugs. 
TAVERNIER, Je Be 


Travels in India. 


Ve. Ball, London, 1889.4 
A translation of a French book written in 1676. One 


of the earliest accounts of life in India written by 
a westerner, 


THORNTON, EDWARD 
#History and Practices of the Thugs. 
Wme He Allen & Cos, London, 1837. 
An eyewitness story of the suprression of the Thugs. 


It consists largely of the testimony of prisoners at 
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Ethnographic Notes on Southern India. a | 
Government Press, Madras, 1906. 8 Vols 


A very exhaustive, authoritative work. published by 
the Governmente Pt Ye 


Qmens_ and Superstitions of Southern India. 
F, Unwin, London, 1912. 


One of the most faccinating books on this subject 
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#Castes and Tribes of Southern Indias a 
Govermment Pressy Madras, 1909. 7 Volse 
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extensively in this paper. They cover the subject 
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the similar works of Russell for Central India, 
Risley for Bengal, and Forbes-Watson for all of 
India, He was assistec by Ke Rangachari. 
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